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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information 
The situation with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is constantly 

changing.  We have created an online webpage which will 

contain the most current information. You can access the 

webpage at: https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/

Default.aspx?PageID=3258. 

 

There are a number of steps you and your children can take to 

reduce the spread of illness, including COVID-19, according to 

the State Department of Health: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are 

not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, with at least 60% alcohol. Heavily soiled 

hands should be washed. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.  

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 Stay home when you are sick. 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.  

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  

 

Information about the Coronavirus:  

 Incubation period of 14 days; symptoms usually develop within 5-7 days; 

Virus is not airborne; you must be within six feet of someone with the virus to contract the 

virus.  We will keep you advised of updated information.  

 

 

 

2020 Census 
The 2020 Census starts THIS WEEK! Most 

households will receive their first mailing from the 

Census Bureau between March 12  and March 20. 

The first mailing will include an invitation letter 

with a unique Census ID, instructions on how to 

respond to the 2020 Census online or by phone, 

and a language assistance sheet with instructions in 12 non-English languages. To see 

examples of what each mailing will look like visit 2020 Census Mailings. 

  

The 2020 Census online and phone systems will go live on Thursday, March 12. Online access 

to the 2020 Census form can be found at my2020census.gov and the phone response option 

can be reached at 1-844-330-2020 (TDD service for the hearing impaired can be reached at 

1-844-467-2020). The Census Bureau has released a Video Guide demonstrating how to 

navigate the online 2020 Census form from start to finish. Language guides for 59 non -English 

languages can be found at Language Guides (Print), including a Large Print guide.  

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3258
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3258
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2020/2020-census-mailings.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCM0XrSynFw
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/language-resources/language-guides.htmlhttps:/www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/language-resources/language-guides.html


 

Thank You Transportation Staff for all you do! 

 
 

Watch for this poster in schools soon. 
 

Introducing Mark Stocking 
Mark Stocking joins Wheatland-Chili CSD as the Personnel Clerk in the 

Business Office. He is responsible for maintaining payroll and roster records 

on employees; completing monthly, quarterly, and annual payroll reports 

such as FICA, State and Federal taxes and retirement; maintaining records 

of employee payroll deductions; informing new employees of employment 

benefits, credit banks, and leaves of absence. 

He earned a Bachelors in Finance from The College at Brockport, State 

University of New York. Prior to joining Wheatland-Chili he was with Paychex 

as an Employer Social Responsibility Processor and with JPMorgan Chase as 

a Bank Teller. 

When not working Mark ’s hobbies including running and weight lifting.  

Alumni Nancy Kelly to be Inducted into the Rochester Music 

Hall of Fame 

Wheatland-Chili Alumni Nancy Kelly will be inducted into the 
Rochester Music Hall of Fame on Sunday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Kodak Hall of the Eastman Theatre. Kelly, a graduate of 
the Class of 1968, is an international Jazz singer. 

In 2014, Kelly was featured in www.actforeducation.org story 
as one of our Graduates of Excellence.  

 
“My social studies teacher let me bring my 
guitar in to sing for the class,” said 
international Jazz singer Nancy Kelly of 
her Wheatland-Chili days.  
 
“I didn’t go to college but directly into show business.”  
 
In the years since, she has received the Unsung Heroine Award for 
achievement in music from the National Organization of Women (NOW); 
SAMMY for Best Female Vocalist & Best Jazz Group; DownBeat magazine 
readers voted her one of the top Jazz singers in the country, twice.  
 
“Listen to your heart and never give up on your dreams because dreams 

come true,” said Kelly. 

For tickets and to read more about Kelly ’s accomplishments and other inductees of the 
Rochester Music Hall of Fame, go to: https://rochestermusic.org/. 

Karen Ahrens Robert Ashford 
Leah Davis Michael Giumento 
Barbara Horr Marilyn Johnson 
Gary Kaminska Scott Lund 
Marie McCarthy Brad Morningstar 
Don Mosele Karen Nash 
Dennis Nichols-Faber Joe Nolan 
Christine Oliver Mike Pappert 
Nancy Scheerens Mark Shero 
Todd Shero Paul Slater 
Bridget Torrance Jim Torrance 
Beth Wacenske Geoffrey Wehle 
Cindy Kwiatkowski, Director of Transportation   

http://www.actforeducation.org
https://rochestermusic.org/


 

Science Fair at T. J. Connor 

Students from kindergarten to fifth grade gathered on Saturday, March 7 with their 

families to participate in the fifth annual WCPTA sponsored 

T. J. Connor Science Fair. 

There were a variety of projects on catapults, density, and 

how a lava lamp works.                  

College students from the University of Rochester STEM 

Initiative served as judges and did a presentation with 

science experiments for students and families. 

Members of the sports boosters helped with make-and- 

serve-a-breakfast and to tabulate the results from the 

judges. 

Thank you to Shanna Fraser, Lisa Hitchings, and Lisa Bates 

for organizing the Science Fair. Mrs. Bates collected over 

$800 in prizes to be awarded to students. 

Here are the results: 

Kindergarten: First P lace: Hartley Lew is; Second 

Place: Brynlee Palo/Lily Shaff, tied.  

First grade: First P lace: Jordan Nelson; Second P lace: 

Michael O’Donnell.  

Second grade: Collin Humphrey/ Liana Ames, tied. Second 

Place: Ronan Pizarro.  

Third grade: First P lace: Olivia Bates; second place Cierra 

Galajda; Third Place: Mariabella Doyle. 

Fourth grade: First P lace: Sawyer Galajda; Second P lace: 

Luke Harper; Third Place: Addison Nelson. 

Fifth grade: First P lace: Elizabeth Fugle/ Griffin Hitchings, tied. Second P lace: Anton Teeter. 

K-2 Team: First P lace: Barrett Dudley and Cayden Salamone. 

3-4 Team:  First P lace: Tommy O’Donnell and Noah Fuller-Swift. Second Place: Aleksys Schneck and 

Lauren Gottorff. 

Congratulations to all our young scientists. Thank you to sports boosters for coordinating the breakfast, to 

the WCPTA for organizing and hosting this event, and of course our parents and teachers for encouraging 

our young scientists. 

 

Library Resources Available to Students and Families 
A reminder that students and families have access to library 

resources such as SORA for ebooks, audio books, and 

educational and research materials. 

Be sure to visit the T. J. Connor library resource page at 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/206 and the MS/

HS library page at: https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/

domain/245. Families should use their Office 365 account 

login. 

 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/206
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/245
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/245


 T. J. Connor Celebrates Read Across America Week 

Students and staff celebrated Read Across America Week and the 

birthday of Dr. Seuss each day during the week of March 2 through 6 

with a different theme. Monday: Wear a t-shirt with a 

positive message for Dr. Seuss ’ birthday; Tuesday: wear 

your favorite silly socks to school; Wednesday: wear red 

or blue; Thursday: wear a hat to school; Friday: wear the 

color green to school. 

Board of Education Visitation Day 
Wheatland-Chili Board of Education members visited classrooms at T. J. 

Connor Elementary and the MS/HS on Wednesday, March 11. Board 

Visitation Day is an opportunity for Board Members to see 

student learning in action and talk 

with students and staff. Here, Board 

President James Musshafen and Board 

Vice President Shanna Fraser joined 

a fraction bingo challenge in Erin 

Ayers’ classroom. 

Learning about Science at T. J. Connor 
Students in Ashley Snyder ’s class are learning about the Processes that Shape 

the Earth with the BOCES 4 Science Unit Earth ’s Features while students in 

Pauline Emelson’s class are discussing the differences 

between frogs and toads with a lesson on Astounding 

Amphibians. 

 



 

Sixth-graders Use zSpace to Explore 

Science teacher Greg Cost ’s sixth-grade students are using zSpace to explore the solar 

system. zSpace is a hardware, software, and educational content solution that provides 

students with exploration and experiential learning opportunities through 

augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR). Students manipulate 3D 

models using an electronic stylus. Through the use of 3D glasses, visuals 

can be rotated and dissected to aid student understanding of class 

content. 

“It is so cool,” said sixth-grader Kaitlyn, while working in the unit on the 

Earth’s movement in the solar system. “Look at that, I can slice through 

the planet and see the core, the mantel, and the crust.”  

Cost uses zSpace as  a  supp lement to  

instruction, to gauge student prior knowledge, or 

as a summative reflection. He can edit 

activities and models to fit the need of the lesson.  

“It is engag ing and p rov ides  a d i f fe rent 

perspective on science phenomena,” he said. 

“Seeing how potholes are created by means of 

weathering and states of matter is more interesting than reading about it. I see students 

engaged in phenomena that is not often easy to illustrate otherwise - it is difficult to show 

the process of weathering in a classroom; however, through the use of 3D technology, 

students can not only watch science processes, but control them.” 

“zSpace continues to be an exciting resource for the secondary science 

department,” said  Jennifer Sinsebox, Wheatland-Chili Executive 

Director of Curriculum and Data Management. “Teachers are able to 

provide virtual hands-on experiences of science concepts that students 

would otherwise not have exposure or access to. Students engage in 

inquiry-based activities that bring science alive.”  

  

Research indicates that when students are engaged in experiential learning experiences, their 

understanding of concepts is deepened.  zSpace provides students with these experiential 

learning experiences in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.    

Senior Class Participates in a Panel Discussion 
 
“Students have been discussing and analyzing both the Constitution and the Amendments,” said social 

studies teacher Christopher Peets. “The idea of the panel discussion was 

to link their amendment rights to interpretation by people that have 

professional experiences with the Bill of Rights.” 

 

The Bill of Rights is the first 10 Amendments to the Constitution. It spells 

out Americans’ rights in relation to their government. It guarantees civil 

rights and liberties to the individual—like freedom of speech, press, and 

religion. The Panel Discussion included the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th 

Amendments. 

 

“Hopefully, the students made connections and the application of Amendments in school, but more 

importantly in their adult lives,” said Peets. “The goal is to have students use the historical documents 

that provide the foundations of the nation and understand the intentions and potential flaws in their 

design.” 

 

Panel members included: Greg Dunn, school security officer; Deputy Udicious, School Resource Officer; 

Wheatland Town Justice Judge Nicole Bayly; and Mike Nabors, former prison guard. 

 



 

Student Photography on Display in Gallery 

Wheatland-Chili students Allison Wing, Brittney Pfenninger, Paige Smith, Aaryana Young, 

Eboni Colangelo, and Lee Pontillo in Val Savage ’s Photography class will have their work on 

display at the Image City Photography Gallery for the  Through the Student Lens annual 

photography show featuring the photographic work of high school students across Monroe 

County.   

This is the eleventh year that Image City has hosted this event and Wheatland -Chili students 

have participated each year.  This is a unique and authentic experience for students to 

create, display, and sell their work in Rochester ’s only privately-owned photography gallery.  

The exhibit opens on Tuesday, March 24, and the opening reception is on Friday, March 27,  

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Image City Photography Gallery is located at 722 University Ave in 

Rochester. 

 



 

WHEATLAND-CHILI CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  
13 Beckwith Avenue, Scottsville, NY 14546  

Phone: (585) 889.4500  

Fax: (585) 889.6284  

Board of Education 

James Musshafen, President 

Shanna Fraser, Vice President 

Gregory Berl  Cindy Dawson 

Beth Nolan  Courtney Panek 

Kim Snyder 

 

Deborah Leh, Ed.D., Superintendent 

Candidates for the Board of Education 

Community members who are interested in running for the Board of Education can obtain 

informational materials, expenditure statements, and nominating petitions in the Board 

Candidate Packet link below.  You may also contact the School District Clerk at 585-889-6247 

or Diane_Stocking@wheatland.k12.ny.us. Qualifications for Board members are as follows: 

(1) citizen of the United States; (2) eighteen years of age; (3) District 

resident for at least one year prior to the election; and (4) an individual 

who is not employed by the District. 

  

A workshop for prospective School Board members sponsored by the 

Monroe County School Boards Association is scheduled for Saturday, 

March 21, 2020, at the Doubletree Hotel, 1111 Jefferson Road, Rochester, 

NY 14623 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you are thinking of running for 

the School Board and would like more information, this is a great opportunity for you.  

  

The deadline for interested candidates to submit their petitions with a minimum of 25 

signatures is 4:30 p.m. on Monday, April 20, 2020, at the District Office,   T. J. Connor 

Elementary School, Room 306.Three seats will be voted on at the Budget Vote, May 19, 2020.  

   

Budget Outreach Meetings—Discuss Draft Budget 

We are now preparing for the 2020-2021 school budget, which began with a 

presentation to the Board of Education on December 2, 2019.  The budget 

development process continued with an overview of the 2020-2021 budget 

process on Monday, March 9, 2020, and with an overview on Monday, March 

23, 2020, at the regularly scheduled Board meetings beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

An opportunity to review the budget process is being provided to the 

community through a budget outreach meeting that will be held on Monday, 

March 16, 2020.   The meet ing w i l l  be  he ld  f rom 7:00 p.m. to  8 :00 p.m. a t  T . J . 

Connor Elementary School on the 3rd floor in the Board Room.   

You can find all budget presentations that were shared at Board of Education meetings in 

December, January, February, and March at the following link:  https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/

Page/3229. 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3229
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3229


WHEATLAND-CHILI CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dear Wheatland-Chili Families:
The Wheatland-Chili Central School District and all Monroe County Schools 
continue to actively monitor the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) with 
guidance from  the New York State and Monroe County Departments of 
Health. The safety  of our students and staff is of the utmost importance and we 
will act out of an abundance of caution to protect everyone’s health and 
wellbeing.

According to the New York State Department 
of Health, New Yorkers still have a low risk of 
contracting COVID-19. Wheatland-Chili 
Central School District is currently operating 
at a LEVEL 2 as detailed in the 
accompanying chart.

This is a rapidly changing situation. We know that 
COVID-19 is spreading and we have been told to expect 

to see cases in Monroe County. School districts have been advised to prepare for 
COVID-19 and monitor illness among students and staff. We recommend you 
make a plan for childcare now should schools need to be closed for an extended 
period in the future. 

Preventing the spread of illness is a community responsibility and we encourage 
you and your children to practice the following healthy habits:

• Frequent handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

• Avoid touching our eyes, nose, and mouth.

• Cover coughs or sneezes with your elbow.

• Stay home when sick and seek medical attention when necessary.

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces such
as counters, phones door knobs and light switches.

As recommended by the New York State Department of Health, schools are 
taking additional precautions now to mitigate illness transmissions. If students 
or staff develop symptoms that include fever and cough during the day they 
will be isolated from others and will be triaged according to established 
protocols. We have also stepped up routine cleaning procedures in classrooms, 
on buses, and in bathrooms.

In situations like these, rumors may cause unnecessary reactions and panic. 
Therefore, we encourage you to get information from credible sources. The  
New York State Department of Health has established a webpage with updates, 
key messages, frequently asked questions, travel advisories and more at:  
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/. 
Please access the District website for important updates at: 
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Domain/555

LEVEL 1

(Actively Monitoring-No Cases 
in Monroe County)

• More frequently clean common areas including 
countertops, door hardware, bus seats, etc.

• Communicate online and to campuses the 
precautions to avoid spreading COVID-19

• Continue to monitor attendance and communicate 
with Monroe County Department of  Health

• Communicate to families/staff to stay home if sick
• Monitor illness among students and staff
• Review and update emergency plans
• Begin bi-weekly departmental briefings for 

communication updates
• Potentially limit all unnecessary travel
• Potentially limit large gatherings to only essential 

events or consider postponing essential events

LEVEL 2

(Containment-Cases identified 
in Monroe County)

• Ramp up cleaning efforts to expand to cleaning 
less frequently used areas in addition to common 
areas

• Potentially limit/restrict outside visitors and guests
• Develop contingency plans and review business 

continuation plan
• Continue all Level 1 activities

LEVEL 3

(Mitigation-Confirmed Cases 
among students/staff)

• Affected school(s) will close for 24-hours while the 
local department of health investigates and sets 
forth a plan for further precautionary measures 
that the school must take to limit exposure, which 
may include additional closure

• Potentially cancel all district events (athletics, fine 
arts, etc.)

• In the event of extended campus closures, 
communicate to families about schoolwork 
accommodations and access points for supports 
such as supplemental food and supplies

• Communicate to staff about which staff members 
are to report in order to maintain services and 
which can work from home

• Perform a deep clean of all areas

NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19)

CURRENT 
DISTRICT STATUS

LEVEL 2

Together, we can work to maintain a healthy learning 
environment. 
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