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 Message from the Superintendent 

At Governor Cuomo’s press conference on Thursday, April 16, he extended New 
York on Pause through Friday, May 15, 2020.  With this action, our schools 
would reopen on Monday, May 18, 2020.  I will continue to keep you updated on 
the status of our closure. 

I also want to take the opportunity to extend my own appreciation for our 

students, faculty, staff, families, and school community.  Wheatland-Chili is a 

learning community that pulls together when we need to, and this is so apparent 

in these unprecedented times.  I encourage you to take time for yourselves and 

find a balance between working at home and your family that helps you stay 

energized. 

Please remember to check the District website for important updates on COVID-

19 at https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3258.  On the website you will 

find information on childcare support for emergency responders, food 

distribution, Monroe County library system hot spot availability, MiFi setup 

instructions, managing stress, mental health resources, and our mental health 

support team.  Please visit the site often as we update it regularly with new resources. 

In addition to District telephone numbers and email addresses, the following telephone numbers have 

been added to assist our team in responding to critical concerns: 

Dan Murray, TJC Principal – 585.208.1220 

Eric Windover, MS/HS Principal – 585.208.2178 

Deb Leh, Superintendent – 585.208.1111 

Please call during office hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or text anytime.  We ask that you include your 

name in the text line to assist us in responding. 

Deb Leh, Superintendent 

COVID-19 Information and Resources 

The situation with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is constantly changing.  We 

have created an online webpage which will contain the most current infor-

mation and resources.  You can access the webpage at: https://

www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3258. 

Do You Need Assistance? 

We are here to help.  Our District is a community resource.  We work together with our town and village 

leaders.  If your family is in need of assistance, please reach out to us and we will connect you with the 

person or organization to help you.  If you are not a member of our school community but a member of 

the greater community and need assistance during this time of uncertainty – remember we are a commu-

nity resource and we are here to help you too.  Contact:  585.889.6247. 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3258
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3258
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3258


 

T. J. Connor Principal Reads to Students 

Principal Dan Murray reads a book to students via video each 

Wednesday through Class Dojo and then gives students a learn-

ing activity to complete.  Since he is also a chef it make sense 

that one week’s learning activity following the reading of Jake 

Bakes the Cake, that he would challenge students to cook some-

thing. Cooking uses many skills including measuring, reading 

ingredients, and math. Principal Murray gave a cooking lesson 

on how he makes his pancakes. He also shared his recipe which 

included some of his secret ingredients. 

This week he read Rosie Revere, Engineer and the author, An-

drea Beaty, reached out to him via Twitter. She provided a link 

to her website with a video from illustrator, David Roberts, on 

how to draw the characters in her book and for other items that 

readers can download such as word searches, coloring pages, 

puzzles and more. Check it out at https://questioneers.com/

downloadables/ 

In addition to Principal Murray reading each Wednesday, on Mondays a guest teacher reads the 

birthdays for the week and shares a joke. On Tuesdays a math teacher shares a math activity or 

game to try at home. To end the week, the T. J. Connor librarian Catie Abonado reads "Fairy Tale 

Fridays."  

Virtual Spirit Week Held 

The T. J. Connor school community held a Virtual Spirit Week 

with families, students and staff.  Everyone  was encouraged to 

participate. On Mondays students were asked to dress up for 

Beach Day; Tuesday was Blue Day; Wednesday was Wacky Hair 

Day; Thursday was love my Pet Day—real or stuffed—and Friday 

was Fun Day – create, paint, or build. Everyone was invited 

to  participate in Virtual Spirit Week and MS/HS Principal Eric 

Windover invited the MS/HS families and staff. 

 

WCPTA Delivers Thank You to Staff 

The WC PTA is so thankful for the hard work and dedication of our 
essential on-site staff during these uncertain times.  The PTA deliv-
ered lunch on Wednesday to thank them for their commitment to 
our community.   We, as parents, are grateful for the support our 
entire school district has offered during this pandemic.   

 

https://questioneers.com/downloadables/
https://questioneers.com/downloadables/


 

Update from Pupil Personnel Services Direc-

tor Mary Vito 

Our annual review process has been seamless due to collaboration and 

strong home and school connections. We have created an annual review 

schedule and teachers who provide program management for students have 

worked with me to coordinate the dates and times that work for parents and 

all committee members needed. All of our staff have been more than willing 

to participate via Zoom in any requests for student meetings.  

“We have had 100% parent participation in their child's meetings and have 

also had students participating in their meetings as we want to ensure we 

get student and parent voice as we discuss progress and look to providing 

support for next year,” said Mary Vito. 

We want to continue the annual review process remotely for our students with IEP's or 504 plans to 

stay in compliance with SED and also so that when school reopens all meetings will have been held 

and teachers will not be out of classrooms for annual review meetings.  

In addition to teachers, our mental health staff have participated in meetings and provided valuable 

insight into students' growth. We have maintained excellent communication with our BOCES related 

service providers who have been part of our meetings and have continued to provide remote sup-

port to our students and families.   

“I am so fortunate to lead a dedicated team of professionals and work collaboratively with supportive 

parents as we navigate together this unique circumstance that is occurring in education,” said Vito.    

A parent who shared how happy she has been with the annual review process and support she has 

received for her child: “I would say that attending my child’s CSE meeting via Zoom was incredibly 

successful. Though I look forward to seeing everyone in person at the end of the year, everyone in-

volved in providing her support was able to attend. We were able to discuss her strengths, goals for 

the next year, and suggested supports. I couldn’t have been happier.” 

Spotlight on Erin Ayers 

Mrs. Ayers always wanted to be a teacher.  She has taught third 

grade at T. J. Connor Elementary for almost fifteen years.  Before 

coming to Wheatland-Chili, she taught Academic Intervention Ser-

vices at LeRoy and High School ELA in Greece, NY. 

“My favorite thing about being a teacher is that moment when the 

content really clicks for a student and they have that aha moment,” 

said Ayers. 

Outside of teaching, Ayers is a student.  She holds a Masters of Lit-

eracy but is pursuing a second Masters as an Educational Technolo-

gy Specialist.  She also enjoys golfing, baking, spending time with 

family and friends, and cheering on her kids, Adeline and John, at 

their events with her husband Dan.  

2020-2021 Budget Presentation Schedule 

Community meetings to learn more about the budget are typically scheduled.  Due to the health 

emergency caused by COVID-19, live streaming presentations are being arranged.  These presentations 

can be viewed in real time, and will be saved for future viewing.  Watch the website for more 

information at https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3229 . 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3229


 

Middle/High School Counseling and Student Support Services 

The MS/HS Counseling Department has created google voice phone numbers that will answer during the 

school hours.  Students can call or text those numbers.  There is also an appointment booking site to allow 

for students or families to request appointments with any member of the District mental health support 

team.  These resources are all found on our webpage https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/239 as 

well.  If you would like additional information on coping with COVID-19, depression, anxiety, or any other 

mental health concern please reach out and we can share any relevant information. 

Lyndsay Keipper – School social worker – 585.204.6718 

Andrea House – 10th-12th grade School Counselor – 585.204.7422 

Karen Adams – School Psychologist – 585.204.7279 

Kara Hiltz – 6th-9th grade School Counselor - 585.204.6796 

Please click here and let us know how you are doing and if you need any support.  

 

T. J. Connor Mental Health Team 

The Mental Health team members at T. J. Connor are available to provide you with support. Please do not 

hesitate to contact us if your child or your family needs our assistance.  We can provide you with re-

sources, strategies for helping your child, and even virtual counseling sessions for students.  The best way 

to contact us initially is through email, where we can arrange for a voice or video call if needed. 

Andrea Compo, School Counselor - andrea_compo@wheatland.k12.ny.us 

Tracy Pasquantonio, School Social Worker - tracy_pasquantonio@wheatland.k12.ny.us 

Dalit Spindel, School Psychologist - dalit_spindel@wheatland.k12.ny.us 

Families can access TJC counseling support by following this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/TJCCounseling/. 
 
As we move through this unprecedented time, we want you to know that we are still here to help. Even 
though we are not in school, you can still "see" one of us for support during regular school 
hours. Please click here and let us know how you are doing and if you need any support. 

Childcare Assistance for Essential Health Care 

Workers and First Responders 

To our health care workers and first responders, we are here for you.  During this 

health emergency, your services are desperately needed, and you may find your-

selves struggling to find care for your children.  Go to: https://bit.ly/2xncz2U 

for information published from the YMCA about childcare openings.  Please also click 

on the following link for any support in the form of subsidies that you may need for childcare expens-

es:  https://www2.monroecounty.gov/hs-coronavirus#childcare. 

Art Teacher Provides Mindfulness Activities 

T. J. Connor art teacher Julia Mazzota created Mindfulness Activities for stu-

dents to complete during the school closure. Mazzota holds a Certification in 

Mindfulness from Balance. Everyone in the family can enjoy the Mindfulness 

Activities.  See the flyer attached to the newsletter and enjoy. 

https://wc-student-support.appointlet.com/
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/239
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YwDiHbZZwEKr5wsjjQNDlZby9RIrZXtFj6kFaW1Awm1UNjdNSTA3V1FEM0IzSk1WTkFPWTQzWVBBUC4u
mailto:andrea_compo@wheatland.k12.ny.us
mailto:tracy_pasquantonio@wheatland.k12.ny.us
mailto:dalit_spindel@wheatland.k12.ny.us
https://www.facebook.com/TJCCounseling/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YwDiHbZZwEKr5wsjjQNDlXbHvLTF8XtPtBd_LaCPy71UMEhRRjZUUTFNN0Q1NUw2NzVOR1UwQjdXUC4u
https://bit.ly/2xncz2U
https://www2.monroecounty.gov/hs-coronavirus#childcare


 

Food Services 

Please note that our food distribution will change to a Monday – Wednesday – Friday delivery begin-
ning Monday, March 30, 2020, to help reduce social interaction for our food service and trans-
portation staff.   

Food is distributed in the back of the Middle/High School in the parking lot by the soccer stadium.  Follow 
the coned areas when you arrive.  

Look for the Wheatland-Chili school bus to collect your meals at these additional locations include: 

 Robert Quigley Drive (at the Club House) at 11:00 a.m. 

 Ballantyne Road in the Park near ARC of Monroe at 11:30 a.m. 

 Nathaniel Drive at the rear of the drive at 12:00 p.m. 

 Bowerman Road Apartments at 12:30 p.m.   

Please let us know if you in dire need of a food delivery to your home 

by calling 585.889.6247.  Arrangements will be made for this support. 

We thank our food service staff, Food Services Director Dana Boldt, 

and transportation and facilities staff for all their help in getting break-

fast and lunch to students.  Food Service staff have distributed 4,056 

meals since the school closing. 

District is Recognized for Music Education 

Wheatland-Chili CSD has received a Best Communities for Music Educa-

tion Award 2020 from the NAMM Foundation. This award recognizes and 

celebrates school districts and schools for their support and commitment 

to music education. Congratulations to our parents and students for all 

their hard work and to our music teachers: Steve Zimmerman, Beth 

McDougall, Nicolas Roche and Julianne Burch. 

Music classes and extra-curricular offerings at Wheatland-Chili Central 

School District include: 

High School Band 

Advanced Placement Music Theory 

Beginner Piano 

High School Jazz Band 

Middle School Band 

Middle School Instrumental Lessons 

Middle School Jazz Band 

Grades 5-7 Marching Band 

Elementary Instrumental Music Lessons 

Drama Club/Pitt Band 

Elementary Band 

Elementary Music Class 

To watch the video of music in the District, click here. 

 

https://video214.com/play/QEtLHDQRYsoEjrz0BoahNA/s/dark


 

Links to Educational Resources 

NASA: https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/1192/10-things-to-do-with-nasa-home/ 

Explore US National Parks: https://techcrunch.com/2016/08/25/google-now-lets-you-explore-u-s-

national-parks-via-360-degree-virtual-tours/ 

Education companies offering free subscriptions:  https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/135609/list-of-

education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions/ 

Explore the Strong Museum of Play:  https://www.museumofplay.org/collections/online-collections 

Visit the Guggenheim Museum: https://www.guggenheim.org/plan-your-visit/guggenheim-from-home 

Rochester Museum and Science Center Live Experiments:  https://www.youtube.com/user/RMSCVideo 

Update on State Assessments/Regents Exam 

The New York State Education Department (NYSED) is suspending all NYS Elementary- and Intermediate-

Level State Assessments for the remainder of the school year in response to the statewide closures of 

schools and districts to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  This suspension for the remainder of the school 

year applies to the following State testing programs: 

New York State Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests 

New York State Grades 3-8 Mathematics Tests 

New York State Grade 4 Elementary-Level Science Test 

New York State Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test 

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) in Grades K-12 

New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) for students with severe cognitive disabilities in Grades 

3-8 and high school 

New York State Regents examinations 

Spectrum is Offering 60 days Free Access 

Charter-Spectrum is offering free Spectrum broadband access for 60 days to households with K-12 and/

or college students who do not already have a Spectrum broadband subscription at any service level up 

to 100 Mbps.  Installation fees are waived for student households.  To enroll, call 844.488.8395. 

Library Resources Available to Students and Families 

A reminder that students and families have access to library resources 

such as SORA for ebooks, audio books, and educational and research 

materials. 

Be sure to visit the T. J. Connor library resource page at https://

www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/206 and the MS/HS library page at: 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/245.  Families should use their 

Office 365 account login. 

 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/news/1192/10-things-to-do-with-nasa-home/
https://techcrunch.com/2016/08/25/google-now-lets-you-explore-u-s-national-parks-via-360-degree-virtual-tours/
https://techcrunch.com/2016/08/25/google-now-lets-you-explore-u-s-national-parks-via-360-degree-virtual-tours/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/135609/list-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/135609/list-of-education-companies-offering-free-subscriptions/
https://www.museumofplay.org/collections/online-collections
https://www.guggenheim.org/plan-your-visit/guggenheim-from-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/RMSCVideo
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/206
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/206
https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/domain/245


 

Around the District 

It has been anything but business as usual around the District.  A month has passed since the buildings 

closed and, despite the quiet classrooms, staff has been hard at work ensuring the continued education 

and support of students.  

The District surveyed families in early March to assess home internet access.  MiFi devices 

were distributed to families without internet access as well as tablets and laptops to the 

broader student body ensuring all students had digital solutions to access online learning. 

Many teachers within the District were already using digital platforms such as ClassLink, 

Schoology, Office 365, ST Math, and Scholastic Literacy in their classrooms.  Since the 

buildings closed, the Wheatland-Chili community has embraced technology.  “Teachers have gone 

above and beyond,” said Wheatland-Chili Executive Director of Curriculum and Data Management Jen-

nifer Sinsebox.  “When given a difficult situation, our teachers have united and exceeded expectations 

to ensure that there is teaching and learning going on.” 

Through the dedication of our food services staff, under the guidance of Director of Food Services Dana 

Boldt, the District has distributed over 4,056 meals, supporting the health and nutrition of our stu-

dents.  Facilities Supervisor Steve Farrell and Director of Transportation Cindy Kwiatkowski have also 

been leading their teams to keep facilities safe for staff, supervise the building projects, and provide 

buses and staff for meal deliveries headed to the community distribution sites.    

In the (virtual) District Office, the Leadership Team is engaged in ongoing planning that is calculated 

and deliberate.  They are working with information from the 

Governor, NYSED, and neighboring districts in the region 

while making decisions that will work for the staff, students, 

and families.  Business Manager Jessica Jackson continues to 

work on next year’s budget despite some tough financial im-

plications and future planning.  Human Resources Manager 

Meghan Fox is analyzing the implications the virus may have 

on current staff and looking to fill vacancies when it is clear to 

move forward with hiring.  Through her continued leadership 

during this crisis, Superintendent Leh informs parents and 

staff with updates each Friday, while keeping the District run-

ning and moving forward with District initiatives and future 

planning.  

Around the WCPTA Positive Chalk Art 

The WCPTA provided T. J. Connor students and families with chalk to 

decorate their driveways with positive messages for the community. The 

artwork and smiles were much appreciated by the entire District.  Thank 

You WCPTA! 



 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information 

There are a number of steps you and your children can take to reduce the spread of illness, 

including COVID-19, according to the State Department of Health: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are 

not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, with at 

least 60% alcohol. Heavily soiled hands should be washed.  

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 Stay home when you are sick. 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.  

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  

Information about the Coronavirus:  

 Incubation period of 14 days; symptoms usually develop within 5-7 days; Virus 

is not airborne; you must be within six feet of someone with the virus to contract the 

virus.  We will keep you advised of updated information.  

WHEATLAND-CHILI CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  
13 Beckwith Avenue, Scottsville, NY 14546  

Phone: (585) 889.4500  

Fax: (585) 889.6284  

Board of Education 

James Musshafen, President 

Shanna Fraser, Vice President 

Gregory Berl  Cindy Dawson 

Beth Nolan  Courtney Panek 

Kim Snyder 

 

Deborah Leh, Ed.D., Superintendent 

The Wheatland-Chili Central School District is using Zoom Video Conferencing to hold Board of Education 

meetings while the District is closed. The videos are recorded and posted on the District website.  See the 

District website at https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3350  to view the April 14, 2020 Board of Ed-

ucation meeting. 

Using Video Conferencing to Hold Board of Education Meetings 

It’s up to all of us to help protect our families, friends, and neighbors. 

https://www.wheatland.k12.ny.us/Page/3350

